
 

September 1998 (Volume 39, Number 3) 
Rebuilding the Healthcare System in Mostar: Challenge and Opportunity 
Gerald F. Pyle, Carolyn R. Thompson1, Stjepan Oreskovic2, Ivan Bagaric3 
College of Nursing and Health Professions, 1Health Administration Program, University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, NC, USA; 2Andrija Stampar School of Public Health, Zagreb 
University School of Medicine, Zagreb, Croatia; and 3Mostar University School of Medicine, Mostar, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

A basic premise of this article is that the political and ethnic division of the city of Mostar imperils 
community health planning efforts beyond those normally encountered in the aftermath of war. Bosnia 
and Herzegovina is divided among ethnic groups, and the city of Mostar is further subdivided between 
the Croatian and Muslim interest groups. In that respect, Mostar presents a very special challenge to 
those planning the reconstruction of the health care delivery infrastructure. A new healthcare delivery 
plan was organized by the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1996. This paper examines 
obstacles involved in implementing that plan in light of some epidemiological indicators of current 
health conditions. 
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