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Correspondence

To the Editor: As a member of 
the Advisory Board of the Cro-
atian Medical Journal (CMJ) 
from the very beginning, who 
has been witnessing the contin-
uous positive development of 
the journal as a referee for many 
submitted papers, I would like 
to give the following comments 
on your editorial (1):

1. Please take care that not so 
many different topics are mixed 
and discussed under the topic 
“Kurjak conflict.” It would be 
better to present them as sepa-
rate topics.

2. Ownership of the CMJ: 
In fact, the “owners” of CMJ 
are primarily the readers, the au-
thors of articles, and the medical 
academic community in Europe 
(and the world), all of them put-
ting their trust in the Editors 
and the Editorial and Adviso-
ry Board. The owners may le-
gally be the Croatian Schools of 
Medicine, but they are primari-
ly responsible to the spirit of the 
European medical society. At 
present I do not see any reason 
for criticizing the Editors, and 
if there are complaints, sugges-
tions, or critics, they should be 

addressed to the Editorial Board 
by a letter.

3. Quality of CMJ: Scientif-
ic journals in all countries and 
all scientific fields continuously 
evaluate their “quality.” This is 
a permanent task and especial-
ly in small countries like Cro-
atia. Even in larger and more 
developed countries, like Ger-
many, journals have problems 
attracting the best papers for 
their journals, so any sugges-
tion on continuous improve-
ment is welcome (including 
those by our colleague Prof. S. 
Vukičević), and should be dis-
cussed in the CMJ. There is no 
doubt that, despite an ongoing 
internationalisation of science 
topics and international coop-
eration (especially with small 
countries like Croatia), there 
are certain fields that demand 
a “regional” journal like the 
CMJ, if it has an international 
foundation. In my opinion, the 
Editors have been very success-
ful in improving the level of the 
journal and giving the journal a 
characteristic image and good 
international reputation. My 
compliments!

4. The Kurjak case. Dou-
ble publication and other even 
more unacceptable events are 
now common in many journals 
including the most prominent 
ones. Editors and editorial board 
are responsible for investigating 
such events, including publish-
ing retractions and letters/com-
ments of the author and coau-
thors in question. However, it 
is not the task of the editor/ed-
itorial board to initiate the pub-
lic discussion or even control 
the “outcome.” This is the re-
sponsibility of other institutions 
like faculties, scientific societies, 
sponsors, etc, always ensuring a 
fair trial.

The ongoing strong devel-
opment of science and culture 
in Croatia after the war is so im-
pressive and convincing that the 
“Kurjak conflict” is just a small 
curable event.
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