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Just as for people, a new year is a good time for a jour-
nal to stop, look back, and start a new beginning, hoping 
for a good season ahead. This is what we have been do-
ing each year in the Croatian Medical Journal for the last 
twenty years. We will probably never stop doing this, even 
when we become an august journal, because the world of 
scientific publishing rapidly changes. This year, we present 
a new design of the journal’s website and remind our read-
ers about new editorial policies on declaring authorship 
and conflict of interest.

After the testing period for the common conflict of interest 
reporting form of the International Committee of Medical 
Journal Editors (ICMJE) (1,2), we and other member journals 
of the ICMJE created an updated reporting form (3), which 
is now available at http://www.icmje.org/updated_coi.pdf. 
We have been asking our authors to fill out the form since 
2009 but starting from this year we will publish their dec-
laration in the journal. You will find it at the end of each 
article, together with other declarations and acknowledg-
ments. We believe that conflict of interest, both of authors 
and editors, is an important issue (4,5), and will keep de-
veloping the optimal ways of declaring and managing it. 
During the testing period of the ICMJE reporting form for 
conflict of interest, we and other editors noticed that spe-
cialized terminology of the financial conflict of interest was 
not always clear, not only to those whose mother tongue 
is not English but also to many native English speakers. 
To clarify this terminology, we created a glossary, which is 
available at ICMJE Web site. The Croatian translation of the 
glossary is also available at http://www.icmje.org/coi_glos-
sary_croatian.pdf. We recommend to our future authors to 
consult this document before they fill out the declaration 
form, so that the declaration published with their manu-
script is accurate and clear.

From this issue on, we will also publish authors’ declaration 
on their authorship contributions. Since the first propos-
al for contributions disclosure in medical journals (6), we 
have been debating whether to publish the declarations 

we received because we knew that many authors did 
not satisfy the ICMJE authorship criteria according to 

their declared contribution. We extensively researched the 
authorship issue (7-11) and discovered that the declaration 
forms, used as self-reports on past behavior by authors as 
respondents, were not a reliable instrument to make con-
clusions on authorship. This is the reason why we decided 
against the use of common declaration forms that list pos-
sible contributions relevant to the ICMJE criteria. Instead, 
we ask each author a simple question: “Why do you think 
you deserve authorship of the submitted manuscript?”  You 
will be able to read our authors’ narratives from this issue 
on – sometimes brief and succinct and sometimes provid-
ing a more detailed explanation of the work done.

All details on new policies are available in our revised 
Guidelines for Authors, which are published in this issue 
(12) and are always available online at http://www.cmj.hr/
Guidelines/Guidelines.pdf. We thank both the authors and 
the readers for their extra effort in supplying and assessing 
these new pieces of information – they will hopefully con-
tribute to the quality and transparency of health research.

References

1	 Drazen JM, Van Der Weyden MB, Sahni P, Rosenberg J, Marusic A, 

Laine C, et al. Uniform format for disclosure of competing interests 

in ICMJE Journals. Croat Med J. 2009;50:427-8. Medline:19839065 

doi:10.3325/cmj.2009.50.427

2	 Kusec V, Gelo M. Uniform ICMJE conflict of interest declaration 

form: report of test use in Croatian Medical Journal in 2009-2010. 

Croat Med J. 2010;51:285-6. doi:10.3325/cmj.2010.51.285

3	 Drazen JM, De Leeuw PW, Laine C, Mulrow C, DeAngelis CD, 

Frizelle FA, et al. Toward more uniform conflict disclosures: the 

updated ICMJE conflict of interest reporting form. Croat Med J. 

2010;51:287-8. doi:10.3325/cmj.2010.51.287

4	 Marcovitch H, Barbour V, Borrell C, Bosch F, Fernandez E, 

Macdonald H, et al. Conflict of interest in science communication: 

more than a financial issue. Report from Esteve Foundation 

Discussion Group, April 2009. Croat Med J. 2010;51:7-15. 

Medline:20162740 doi:10.3325/cmj.2010.51.7

5	 Marusic A. Editorial interest in conflict of interest. Croat Med J. 

2009;50:339-41. Medline:19673032 doi:10.3325/cmj.2009.50.339

6	 Rennie D, Yank V, Emanuel L. When authorship fails. A proposal 

http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2011.52.6
mailto: ana.marusic@mefst.hr
http://www.icmje.org/updated_coi.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/coi_glossary_croatian.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/coi_glossary_croatian.pdf
http://www.cmj.hr/Guidelines/Guidelines.pdf
http://www.cmj.hr/Guidelines/Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=19839065&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2009.50.427
http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2010.51.285
http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2010.51.287
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=20162740&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=20162740&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2010.51.7
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=19673032&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.3325/cmj.2009.50.339


7Marušić: Good season ahead

www.cmj.hr

to make contributors accountable. JAMA. 1997;278:579-85. 

Medline:9268280 doi:10.1001/jama.278.7.579

7	 Bates T, Anic A, Marusic M, Marušić A. Authorship criteria 

and disclosure of contributions: comparison of three general 

medical journals with different author contribution forms. JAMA. 

2004;292:86-8. Medline:15238595 doi:10.1001/jama.292.1.86

8	 Marusic A, Bates T, Anic A, Marusic M. How the structure 

of contribution disclosure statement affects validity of 

authorship: randomized study in a general medical journal. 

Curr Med Res Opin. 2006;22:1035-44. Medline:16862642 

doi:10.1185/030079906X104885

9	 Ilakovac V, Fister K, Marusic M, Marusic A. Reliability of 

disclosure forms of authors’ contributions. CMAJ. 2007;176:41-6. 

Medline:17200389

10	 Hren D, Sambunjak D, Ivanis A, Marusic M, Marusic A. Perceptions 

of authorship criteria: effects of student instruction and scientific 

experience. J Med Ethics. 2007;33:428-32. Medline:17601873 

doi:10.1136/jme.2006.017160

11	 Ivanis A, Hren D, Sambunjak D, Marusic M, Marusic A. 

Quantification of authors’ contributions and eligibility for 

authorship: randomized study in a general medical journal. J Gen 

Intern Med. 2008;23:1303-10. Medline:18521691 doi:10.1007/

s11606-008-0599-8

12	 Croatian Medical Journal. Guidelines for authors. Croat Med J. 

2011;52:.104-13.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=9268280&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=9268280&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.278.7.579
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=15238595&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.292.1.86
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=16862642&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1185/030079906X104885
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=17200389&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=17200389&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=17601873&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/jme.2006.017160
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=18521691&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11606-008-0599-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11606-008-0599-8

