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University of Split School of Medicine
Department of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology
Soltanska 2, 21000 Split, Croatia

Mobile: 385 91 785 8231
e-mail: ds@mefst.hr

Birth date: 27. May 1962.
Birthplace: Split, Croatia

Education / Training

1989 MD University of Zagreb, School of Medicine

1992 MSc University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science

1996 PhD University of Zagreb, School of Medicine

1996 Honorary Visiting Fellow University of Leicester, School of Medicine, Leicester, UK
2001-02 Postdoctoral training Medical College of Wisconsin, WI, USA

Positions and Honors

1992-1998 Instructor, Department of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology, University of Split School of
Medicine

1998-2003 Assistant Professor, Department of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology, University of Split
School of Medicine

2000-2001 Vice-dean for Education, University of Split School of Medicine

2003-2006 Associate Professor of Histology and Embryology, University of Split School of Medicine

2006-2009 President of Managing Council, National, and University Library Zagreb

1995-2011 Executive Editor - Online Edition, Croatian Medical Journal

2003-2013 Head, Department of Histology and Embryology, University of Split School of Medicine

2002-today Head, Laboratory for Pain Research, University of Split School of Medicine

2006-today Full Professor, Department of Anatomy, Histology, and Embryology

2008-2012 Head, Laboratory for Microscopy, University of Split School of Medicine.

2010-today PhD Program director Translation Research in Biomedicine — TRIBE, University of Split
School of Medicine.

Membership and activities in professional associations

Croatian Association of Anatomists and Histologists; Croatian Association of Medical Doctors; Croatian
Association for Medical Education; International Society for Medical Informatics, International Federation
of Associations of Anatomists — IFAA, European Federation of Experimental Morphology -EFEM, Society for
Neuroscience, International Association for the Study of Pain, Orpheus.

Research experience

Effect of hyperbaric oxygen on rat embryos (1990-1996).

Investigation in the field of normal and abnormal human development with special emphasis on the
formation of axial structures and cell death, morphological diversity of dying cells, apoptosis, and
programmed cell death (1990-2001).

Investigation in the field of chronic pain, more specifically, research on peripheral mechanisms of
neuropathic pain, the effect of nerve injury on behavioral and electrophysiological properties of the dorsal
root ganglion (DRG) neurons, the effect of NPY and neuropathic pain, the methodology of targeted delivery
of drugs to the DRG and the inflammatory consequences of drug application into the DRG (2001 - today).
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Fellowships

1996 The fellowship of the International Society of Differentiation.

1996 Honorary Visiting Fellow - Department of Pre-Clinical Sciences, Medical School, University
of Leicester.

2001-2002 Postdoctoral fellowship — Department of Anesthesiology, Medical College of Wisconsin.

Research grants

- Participation in the project "Formation of the head, axial and urogenital structures in the human embryos"
supported by the Croatian Ministry of Science No. 3-01-069 (1992-1997).

- Main coordinator of ALIS project CRO19 "Programmed cell death in the axial structures of the human
embryo" (1995-1998).

- Participation in the project "Development of the human central nervous system and spinal cord" No.
108194 (1997-2002).

- Main coordinator of CARNet project “Virtual Medical School".

- Main coordinator "Virtual Medical School" supported by Croatian Ministry of Science and Technology No.
00-100.

- Principal Investigator “Morphological diversity of the dying cells during human development” supported
by the Croatian Ministry of Science and Technology No. 108510 (2002-2006).

- Principal Investigator "Functional analysis of injured primary afferent neurons" supported by the Croatian
Ministry of Science, Education and Sports No. 216-2160528-0522 (2007-2010).

- Project Coordinator, Unity Through Knowledge 2A (UKF) (2011).

- Participation in "Initiative for Improving Pain Education Grant" (IASP) (2009-2010).

- Main Coordinator "Nerve Injury and Neuropathic Pain" Program Project Grant supported by the Croatian
Ministry of Science, Education and Sports No. 2160528 (2007-2013).

- Consultant in "DRG engraftment of transduced mesenchymal stem cells to treat neuropathic pain" NIH
grant 5R01NS079626-02.

- Participation in "Molecular Memory in Diabetic Neuropathy" (HRZZ) (2010-2013).

- Participation in "Auditory neuro-electronic interfaces" BICRO PoC (2012-today).

- Principal investigator in "Effect of electrical stimulation on analgesia", Croatian — Slovenian bilateral
project, MZOS (2016).

- Principal investigator in "Treating neuropathic pain with dorsal root ganglion stimulation — NeuroMod"
HRZZ (2014-2020).

- Main initiator of the “Giving Voice” project aimed at helping Ukrainian authors to publish war-related
experiences.

Teaching activities

Graduate education in Histology and Embryology; Elective subjects "Development and congenital kidney
diseases", "Fertilization" and "The puzzle of Pain".

Postgraduate teaching — Postgraduate study Translational Research in Biomedicine-TRIBE, Medical School
Split; CME Course "The Puzzle of Pain".

Visiting professor on postgraduate studies at the University of Nova Gorica, Medical School Rijeka, and
Mostar.

Other activities

1992-1995 Editorial Council of Science Communication 1991-1997 Editorial Council of Croatian Medical
Annals

1996-2011 Executive editor — Electronic Publishing - Croatian Medical Journal

Reviews and evaluations:

Peer-reviewer for scholarly journals: Anesthesia & Analgesia, Neurological Sciences, Cellular and Molecular
Neurobiology, Croatian Medical Journal, Journal of Pain Research, European Journal of Pain, Journal of
Clinical Anesthesia, Journal of Advanced Nursing, SpringerPlus, Clinical and Experimental Pharmacology and
Physiology, Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface, granting agencies.
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Reviewer of research projects: COST, FP7, Horizon 2020, Croatian Science Foundation (HRZZ), AZVO,
Hamag-BICRO, La Caixa Foundation, Dutch Research Council (NWO), ERA PerMed Personalised Medicine,
EU4Healt, UKRI_ORG, MSCA4Ukraine.

Scientometric data:
Number of peer-reviewed articles: 112; Number of citations according to the Web of Science: 1969
(without self-citations: 1821); H-index (Web of Science): 23
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