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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Prof. LIVIA PULJAK, MD, PhD 

 

Affiliation 

Catholic University of Croatia 

Ilica 244, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 

 

Contact 

e-mail 1: livia.puljak@unicath.hr 

e-mail 2: livia.puljak@gmail.com 

 

Personal information 

Birth date: October 25, 1977 

Birth place: Split, Croatia 

Family status: Married, one child 
 

 

ORCID: 0000-0002-8467-6061 

Web of Science ResearcherID: D-5080-2017 

Scopus Author ID: 23668498800 

 

Education 

2008 PhD, University of Split School of Medicine, Croatia 

2002 MD, University of Zagreb, Medical Studies in Split, Croatia 

 
Work experiences 
2024 –   Full Professor with Tenure, Catholic University of Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia 
2020 –  Head, Center for Evidence-Based Medicine and Healthcare, Catholic University of 

Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia 
2011 –   Deputy Director, Translational Research in Biomedicine – PhD Program, USSM 
2018 – 2024  Full Professor, Catholic University of Croatia, Zagreb, Croatia 
2016 – 2018   Senior Advisor, Agency for Quality and Accreditation in Health Care, Croatia 
2013 – 2018  Associate Professor, University of Split School of Medicine, Croatia (USSM) 
2013 – 2017  Head, Department of Histology and Embryology, USSM 
2011 – 2013  Head, Laboratory for Pain Research, USSM 
2010 – 2011  Vice Dean for Research, University of Split School of Medicine, Croatia 
2009 – 2013  Assistant Professor, University of Split School of Medicine, Croatia 
2008 – 2009  Director, Croatian Branch of The Cochrane Collaboration 
2007 – 2009  Research Officer, University of Split, Croatia 
2006 – 2009  Instructor, University of Split School of Medicine, Croatia 

2004 – 2006   Postdoctoral fellow, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, USA 

2003 – 2004  Postdoctoral fellow, University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, Denver, USA 

 

Training 

2016   Visiting scientist, Centre for Practice Changing Research, OHRI, Ottawa, Canada 

2008   Scholar, European Pain School, Siena, Italy 

2007   Guest scientist, University of Ottawa, Canada 

2002  Student exchange, Nijmegen Center for Molecular Life Sciences, The Netherlands 

 

Research interests 

Research methodology, Evidence synthesis, Evidence-based medicine, Clinical epidemiology, Pain 

 
Professional service 
2024 –  European Commission, Coordination Group on Health Technology Assessment 

(HTACG)  
2021 – Ethics Committee, Catholic University of Croatia 
2019 – 2024 Research Committee, Catholic University of Croatia 
2018 – Scientific Advice Working Party (SAWP), European Medicines Agency 
2009 –    Knowledge Translation Coordinator, Cochrane Croatia 
2021 Strategic Action Plan Committee, Catholic University of Croatia 
2020 - 2021 Senate Member, Catholic University of Croatia 
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2018 – 2020 Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC), European Medicines 
Agency; Independent expert appointed by European Commission 

2018 Committee for Safety of Patients in Republic Croatia, Ministry of Health, Croatia 
2016 – 2018 Committee for Safe Use of Medicines, Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical 

Devices (HALMED) 
2013 – 2019  Translation project manager, Cochrane Croatia 
2011 – 2018  Board of Directors, Zeljko J. Bosnjak Foundation 
2010 – 2018  Committee for Continuous Medical Education, School of Medicine in Split 
2010 – 2017  Festival of Science, Organizing Committee, University of Split 
2010 – 2014  Fame Lab, Organizing Committee, University of Split 
2014 - 2016   President, Doctoral School, University of Split School of Medicine 
2013 – 2015  Researchers’ Night, Organizing Committee, University of Split 
2011 – 2012  Scientific Committee, Bridges in Life Sciences Annual Conference 
2010 – 2011  Committee for Research, School of Medicine in Split 
2008 – 2010 European Science Foundation (ESF) Member Forum on Research Integrity, Chair 

of Working Group for Research on Research Integrity 
2008 – 2009  Quality Assurance Committee, School of Medicine in Split 
 
Grants 

2025 -  Project collaborator. Development of an Innovative Antibacterial Material for Hip 

Endoprosthesis – AntibacHip. "Targeted Scientific Research" call from the National 

Recovery and Resilience Plan 2021-2026. Ministry of Science and Education of Croatia. 

(principal investigator: Prof. Tamara Holjevac Grgurić) 

2024 -  Project collaborator: Development and testing of a tool to foster shared decision-making 

in clinical practice guidelines (EDELL) [Entwicklung und Testung eines Instruments zum 

Einbezug von Shared Decision-Making in Leitlinien]. German Innovation Fund 

2023 -  Project collaborator. NutriSom: Efficacy and safety of dietary supplementation in targeting 

sleep quality (L7-50044). ARIS - Slovenian Research and Innovation Agency and Valens 

(principal investigator: Igor Pravst) 

2023-2024 Partner. ERA-NET NEURON. JTC2022 - Networking Chronic Pain: PRiSE. Developing a 

Pain Research Strategy for Europe: an international network of world-leading experts and 

patient representatives. 

2022-2024 Co-lead. Synergistic education of parents with children with special needs – SynergyEd. 

Erasmus+ project.  

2022 Management Committee. COST Action CA21150: Parental Leave Policies & Social 

Sustainability (Sustainability@Leave). 

2020 - Project collaborator. Research Projects – Slovenian-Croatian bilateral projects (principal 

investigator: Prof. Ines Banjari) 

2020 - 2024 Project collaborator, Professionalism in health: decision making in practice and research;  

HRZZ-IP-2019-04-4882 (principal investigator: Prof. Ana Marušić) 

2019 Project participant. Promoting integrity in the use of research results in evidence based 

policy: a focus on non – medical research (PRO-RES) (H2020-SwafS-2016-17) 

2018 - 2023 Project Co-Applicant, COST Action CA17117: Towards an International Network for 

Evidence-based Research in Clinical Health Research, EVBRES (COST) 

2016 - 2020 Project participant: European network for Health Technology Assessment Joint Action 3 

(EUnetHTA JA3), Number 724130 

2015 -2019 Project participant: Sustainable intEgrated care modeLs for multi-morbidity: delivery, 

FInancing and performance, SELFIE , Number 634288 (Horizon 2020) 

2017  Project Coordinator, Popularization of science grant (MZOS) 

2016  Project Coordinator, Popularization of science grant (MZOS) 

2016 Project Mentor, Young Scientist Career Development (HRZZ, I-2238-2016) 

2015 - 2017 Clinical site coordinator, Multi-dimensional omics approach to stratification of patients with 

low back pain; Pain-OMICS (EU FP7 project) 

2015 - 2019 Project collaborator, Professionalism in health; HRZZ-IP-2014-09-7672 (principal 

investigator: Prof. Ana Marušić) 

2015 - 2019 Project collaborator, Treating neuropathic pain with dorsal root ganglion stimulation; 
HRZZ-IP-2013-11-4126 (principal investigator: Prof. Damir Sapunar) 

2014  Project Coordinator, Popularization of science grant (MZOS) 

2013   Project Coordinator, Popularization of science grant (MZOS) 

2010 – 2013 Principal Investigator, Molecular Memory in Diabetic Neuropathy (MEMODIN); Installation 

research Projects, 02.05./28 (HRZZ) 
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2011 - 2012 Project Mentor, Unity Through Knowledge 2A (UKF) 

2009 – 2010 Project Coordinator, Initiative for Improving Pain Education Grant (IASP) 

2007 – 2009  Project Manager, Capacity Building for Research in Croatia (TEMPUS JEP) 

2007 - 2008 Science Manager, Tempus project "Training for EU-liaison officers in Croatian  

   Universities: pursuing Bologna and EU integration aims (TRIUMPH)" 

2007  Project participant, CARDS project "Intellectual Property Rights Infrastructure for the R&D 

Sector in Croatia” 

 
 

Memberships in professional associations 

Cochrane 

Cochrane Croatia 

Croatian Reproducibility Network (CroRIN) 

 
Awards and recognitions 

2025 Top 1% of world scientists in 2024 and top 2% in the entire career, based on citation 

impact (https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/8)  

2025 2024 Top Scholar by ScholarGPS (top 0.5% of all scholars worldwide) 

2025 Editor of Distinction Award 2025, Springer Nature 

2024 Top 1% of world scientists in 2023 and top 2% in the entire career, based on citation 

impact (https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/7) 

2023 Top 1% of world scientists in 2022 and top 2% in the entire career, based on citation 

impact (https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/6) 

2023 Award for research accomplishments, Catholic University of Croatia 

2022 The best PhD mentor. TRIBE program, University of Split School of Medicine. 

2022 Award for research accomplishments, Catholic University of Croatia 

2022 Top 1% of world scientists in 2021 and top 2% in the entire career, based on citation 

impact (https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw) 

2021 Top 1% of world scientists in 2020 and top 2% in the entire career, based on citation 

impact (https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/3) 

2020  Top 2% of world scientists in 2019 based on citation impact (https://bit.ly/3pVhUE6) 

2020  Bill Silverman Prize, awarded by the Cochrane 

2019  Top peer reviewer, Publons 

2018  The best published manuscript in clinical medicine, University of Split School of Medicine 

2017  Chris Silagy Prize, awarded by the Cochrane 

2015  Award for science promotion. University of Split School of Medicine. 

2013  The best poster award. Scandinavian Pain Association Meeting. 

2005  Abstract of the year. American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases. 

 
Teaching experience 

- Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland: Visiting professor. Systematic reviews in health sciences - 

practical workshops 

- Catholic University of Croatia: Writing a research manuscript, Quantitative research methods, 

Qualitative research methods, Principles of research in nursing 

- University of Split School of Medicine: Histology and Embryology, Writing a research paper, 

Communication and presentation skills, Assessment of a research article, Cochrane library and 

evidence in medicine, Systematic review and meta-analysis, Empathy and pain, The Cochrane library, 

The puzzle of pain, Fertilization 

- Medical School Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina: Principles of research in medicine, The puzzle of pain 

- University of Tuzla School of Medicine, Bosnia and Herzegovina: Evidence-based medicine 

- University of Granada: Evidence-Based Research 

- Continuous Medical Education Courses: Croatian Cochrane Symposium (Split, Croatia), 

Interprofessional treatment of Pain (Split and Šibenik, Croatia), Writing a research manuscript (Konjic, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

- Presentations at professional symposia: Health inWest 2013 (Zagreb, Croatia), Summer school of 

health promotion “Media and Health” 2013 (Groznjan, Croatia), Metabolic syndrome congress 2013 

(Osijek, Croatia) 

 
Educational software 

https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/8
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/7
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/6
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/3
https://bit.ly/3pVhUE6
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Saraga-Babić M, Sapunar D, Puljak L, Vukojević K, Lovrić Kojundžić S. Histology Atlas. Virtual Medical 
School, 2007. 
 
Books 

2023 Evidence-Based Medicine [in Croatian, original title: Medicina temeljena na dokazima]. 

Davor Štimac and collaborators. Author of one chapter, Risk of bias (Puljak L.)  

2023 Croatian translation of Junqueira's Basic Histology: Text and Atlas, 17th Edition. Croatian 

title: Junqueira Osnove histologije. Naklada Slap, Jastrebarsko, Croatia. Translated one 

chapter, Epithelial tissue (Puljak L.).  

2022 Sapunar D, Puljak L. TRIBE – 10 years of excellence. University of Split School of 

Medicine, Split, Croatia. 

2016 Croatian translation of Dale Purves’ Neuroscience, 5th edition. Croatian title: 

Neuroznanost. Editors: Heffer M, Puljak L, Kostić S. Medcinska naklada, Zagreb. 

2014 Translator (Puljak L.) of the Croatian version of the book: Evans I, Thornton H, Chalmers 

I, Glasziou P. Testing Treatments. Croatian title: Gdje su dokazi? Profil, Zagreb, Croatia. 

2014 Embryology and Histology of a Human [in Croatian; original title: Embriologija i histologija 

čovjeka]. Saraga Babić M, Puljak L, Mardešić S, Kostić S, Sapunar D. Redak, Split, 

Croatia.  

2010  Puljak L, Sapunar D. Dictionary of Pain [in Croatian]. Redak. Split, Croatia.  

2010 Sapunar D, Puljak L. Neurobiology of Pain [in Croatian]. In: Pain – causes and treatment. 

Editors: Jukic M, Majeric Kogler V, Fingler M. Medicinska naklada, Zagreb, Croatia. 

2010 Sapunar D, Puljak L, Kostic S, Banozic A. Are mice small rats? Rodent models of 

neuropathic pain. In: Anatomy and Embryology of the Mouse. Editor: Marusic A. 

University of Split School of Medicine, Split, Croatia. 

 

Guidelines 
External Review Group (ERG) member: World Health Organization. WHO Guideline for non-surgical 
management of chronic primary low back pain in adults in primary and community care settings. 
Launched: December 7, 2023. 
Co-author: Jukic M, Puljak L, Katic M, Majeric Kogler V, Bergman Markovic B, Kvolik S, Fingler M. 
Guidelines for the use of opioids in chronic nonmalignant pain. Croatian Association for the treatment of 
pain (HDLB) and Association of Teachers in General Practice/Family Medicine (DNOOM). Medix 2014;20 
(11). 

 

Successful application for the WHO Expert Committee on Selection and Use of Essential 

Medicines 
Poklepovic Pericic T, Utrobicic A, Dosenovic S, Puljak L. Review of the Available Evidence on Tacrolimus in Adults 
and Children for the Prevention and Treatment of Transplant Rejection, and Proposal for Inclusion for the WHO 
Model List of Essential Medicines (EML). Applications for inclusion in the 2021 revision of the WHO Model Lists of 
Essential Medicines. Published April 19, 2021. Available at: https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2021-applications-
for-the-23rd-who-expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines-available-for-public-review-and-
comment  
The application was successful: https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1374985/retrieve 

 
Editorial experiences 
2024   Editorial Board Member, Journal of Clinical Epidemiology 
2024   Guest Editor, BMC Medical Research Methodology 
2020   Senior Board Member, BMC Medical Research Methodology 
2020   Guest Editor, BMC Medical Research Methodology COVID-19 Collection 
2020   Associate Editor, Research Synthesis Methods 
2018 - 2020  Section Editor, BMC Medical Research Methodology 
2013 -    Editorial Board, Central European Journal of Paediatrics (ex: Paediatrics Today) 
2012 -    Editorial Board, Liječničke novine 
2014 - 2018  Editor, web portal Dokazi u medicini 
2014 - 2015  Editorial Board, Bosnian Journal of Basic Medical Sciences 
2017 - 2018  Editorial Board, Croatian Medical Journal 
2007 - 2013  Editor, Magazine of the School of Medicine in Split 
2005 - 2006  Editor-in-Chief, The Postdocket 
2000 - 2002  Editor of www.medicina.hr, Croatian independent medical web-site 
 

  

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2021-applications-for-the-23rd-who-expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines-available-for-public-review-and-comment
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2021-applications-for-the-23rd-who-expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines-available-for-public-review-and-comment
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-04-2021-applications-for-the-23rd-who-expert-committee-on-selection-and-use-of-essential-medicines-available-for-public-review-and-comment
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1374985/retrieve
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Postdoctoral activities 
2005 - 2006 Founder and inaugural president of the Postdoctoral Association at the University 

of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, TX, USA 
 
Student activities 
2001 - 2002  National Public Health Officer, CroMSIC 
2001   Author and coordinator of the international medical students' project «Raising  
    awareness on organ donation and donor card» 
2000 - 2002  Organizer of international exchange of medical students in Split, Croatia 
2000   Founder and president of the Croatian Medical Students' International Committee,  
    Local Committee Split (CroMSIC LC Split) 
1997 - 1999  Demonstrator (teaching assistant) for Anatomy, Histology and Embryology 
 
Volunteering experiences 
2012 -    Certified Mountain Guide, Croatian Mountain Guide Association 
2010 – 2015  Head of the Mountaineering School, Mountaineering club Split, Croatia 
2007 -    Cochrane 
2006 – 2015  Executive Board, Mountaineering club Split, Croatia 
2003 - 2004  Team Leader, Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado, Denver, CO, USA 
2003 - 2004  Volunteer, Colorado Fourteeners Initiative, Golden, CO, USA 

 
 

Mentored graduate students (24 PhD and 2 MSc theses) 

2025  Fran Šaler, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2024  Jakov Milić, Doctoral thesis, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University of Osijek 

2024  Ana Sanader Vučemilović, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2023  Antonija Hrkać, Doctoral thesis, University of Mostar 

2022  Danijel Nejašmić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2021  Mirko Gabelica, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2021  Marina Krnić Martinić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2021  Ivana Vuka, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2021  Andrija Babić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2021  Ognjen Barčot, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2020  Lenko Šarić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2020  Marina Biočić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2020  Edita Runjić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2019  Mišo Krstičević, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2018  Svjetlana Došenović, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2018  Krste Boric, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2018  Tonći Brković, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2018  Mahir Fidahić, Doctoral thesis, University of Tuzla 

2018  Filipa Markotić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2015  Mladen Lešin, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2015  Matija Borić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2014  Antonia Jeličić Kadić, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2013  Lejla Ferhatović, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2012  Filipa Markotić, Master of Science thesis, University of Mostar 

2011  Katarina Novak, Doctoral thesis, University of Split 

2011  Suzyen Kraljević, Master of Science thesis, University of Split 

 

 

Mentored undergraduate students (53 theses) 

2025  Ivona Škrinjar, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2025  Dinko Klinec, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2024  Matea Tolić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2024  Martina Radić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2024  Lara Vinko, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2024  Marija Janeš, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2024  Jelena Međaković, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2023  Petra Nikolić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2023  Daniel Rehlicki, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 
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2023  Kristina Kraljić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2023  Karlo Ložnjak, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2023  Valentina Koščak, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2022  Mia Plenković, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2022  Blaženka Pavličić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2022  Anica Svalina, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2021  Darko Novak, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2021  Josip Strčić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2021  Jelena Bilić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2021  Renata Runjić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2020  Andria Dujmić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2020  Marija Franka Marušić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2020  Mate Maretić, Master of Nursing thesis; Catholic University of Croatia 

2019  Nys Siebers, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2018  Katarina Matičić, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2018  Antonija Penić, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2018  Clemens Janda-Martinac, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2018  Ivana Propadalo, Doctor of Dental Medicine Thesis, University of Split 

2017  Tonkica Škugor, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2017  Ivana Utrobičić, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2017  Nikolina Markovina, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2017  Katja Janačković, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2017  Anja Engelking, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Goran Tintor, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Nikolina Gabelica, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Anamarija Vučko, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Ana Tokić, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Marija Radman, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Karmen Dragičević, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Marin Viđak, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2016  Nives Surjan, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2015  Petra Jurkić, Master of Pharmacy Thesis, University of Split 

2015  Marina Biočić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2015  Krste Borić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2014  Andrea Anić-Matić, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2014  Katarina Dogan, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2013  Ivan Škopljanac, MD Thesis, University of Split 

2012  Andrija Babić, MD thesis, University of Split 

2012  Marko Brekalo, MD thesis, University of Split 

2012  Roberta Andrea Tešija, MD thesis, University of Split 

2012  Eliana Brković, MD thesis, University of Split 

2011  Karolina Balajić, MD thesis, University of Split 

2011  Antonija Marić, Master of Nursing thesis, University of Mostar 

2011  Ankica Ćosić, Master of Nursing thesis, University of Mostar 

 

 
Reviews and evaluations 

 
Reviewer of research projects: COST, FP7, Horizon 2020, The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific 
Research (NWO); Croatian Science Foundation (HRZZ), Polish National Science Center (NCN), La Caixa 
Foundation, ERA PerMed Personalised Medicine: Multidisciplinary Research Towards Implementation, 
UKRI future leadership fellowships, UK Medical Research Council. 

 

 
Reviewer at symposia: Bridges in Life Sciences, Cochrane Colloquium, Croatian Cochrane Symposium 

 

 
Reviewer of doctoral theses: School of Medicine at University of Josip Juraj Strossmayer Osijek 
Croatia, School of Medicine at University of Rijeka in Croatia, University of Split School of Medicine, 
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School of Medicine at University of Mostar in Bosnia and Herzegovina, The Polytechnic University of 
Catalonia (UPC: Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya), The University of Paris (Université de Paris) 
 
 
Peer-reviewer for scholarly journals (N=168) 
ACS Chemical Neuroscience; Acta Anaesthesiologica Scandinavica; Acta Histochemica; Acta Medica 
Academica; Acta Medica Croatica; Acupuncture in Medicine; Advances in Health Sciences Education; 
Advances in Medical Education and Practice; Advances in Therapy; Alcohol and Alcoholism; American 
Journal of Case Reports; American Journal of Kidney Diseases; Anatomical Sciences Education; 
Anesthesia & Analgesia; Archives of Disease in Childhood; Archives of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation; Archives of Physiology & Biochemistry; Artificial Intelligence in Medicine; Biological 
Psychiatry; Biopolymers and Cell; BMC Anesthesiology; BMC Health Services Research; BMC Medical 
Education; BMC Musculoskeletal Disorders; BMC Psychology; BMJ; BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine; 
BMJ Open; BMJ Open Quality; Bosnian Journal of Basic Medical Sciences; Brazilian Journal of Physical 
Therapy; British Journal of Dermatology; British Journal of Medicine and Medical Research; Cancer 
Biology & Medicine; Cardiovascular Diabetology; Cephalalgia; Chronic Diseases and Translational 
Medicine; Clinical and Experimental Dental Research; Clinical and Experimental Dermatology; Clinical 
Epidemiology; Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics; Clinical Interventions in Aging; Clinical Science; 
ClinicoEconomics and Outcomes Research; Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews; Collegium 
Antropologicum; Complementary Therapies in Medicine; Croatian Medical Journal; Current Medical 
Research & Opinion; Diabetes and Vascular Disease Research; Diagnostics; Drug, Healthcare and 
Patient Safety; Drug Safety; Drugs; Drugs – Real World Outcomes; EClinicalMedicine; Educational 
Research; EURASIA Journal of Mathematics, Science and Technology Education; European Journal of 
Dental Education; European Journal of Pain; European Science Editing; Experimental Gerontology; 
Experimental and Molecular Pathology; Expert Review of Medical Devices; Expert Review of 
Neurotherapeutics; Expert Review of Proteomics; F1000; Family Medicine; Gastroenterology Research 
and Practice; Indian Heart Journal; International Health; International Journal of Behavioral Medicine; 
International Journal of Developmental Neuroscience; International Journal of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering (IJECE); International Journal of Evidence-Based Healthcare; International Journal of 
Pharmacy Practice; International Journal of Preventive Medicine; International Journal of Sports 
Medicine; International Medical Case Reports Journal; JMIR Formative Research; JMIR mHealth and 
uHealth (JMU); JMIR Medical Education; JMIR Research Protocols; Journal of Academic Ethics; Journal 
of Anesthesia & Clinical Care; Journal of Child & Adolescent Mental Health; Journal of Clinical 
Anesthesia; Journal of Clinical Epidemiology; Journal of Comparative Effectiveness Research; Journal of 
Disease and Global Health; Journal of Drug Assessment; Journal of Educational Administration and 
Policy Studies; Journal of Endocrinology; Journal of Evidence-Based Medicine; Journal of Functional 
Foods; Journal of Global Health; Journal of Health Psychology; Journal of Herbal Medicine; Journal of 
International Medical Research; Journal of Interprofessional Care; Journal of Medical Education and 
Curricular Development; Journal of Medical Internet Research; Journal of Medical Systems; Journal of 
Multidisciplinary Healthcare; Journal of Neurosciences in Rural Practice; Journal of Nursing Scholarship; 
Journal of Nutrition, Health and Aging; Journal of Pain Research; Journal of Physiology and Biochemistry; 
Journal of the Knowledge Economy; Journal of the Medical Library Association; Khyber Medical 
University Journal; Liječnički vjesnik; Macedonian Journal of Medical Sciences; Materials Science & 
Engineering C; Med (Cell Press); Medical & Biological Engineering & Computing, Medical Education, 
Medical Humanities; Medical Science Monitor; Medicinski glasnik; Microscopy and Microanalysis; 
Molecular Neurobiology; Molecular Pain; Neurobiology of Disease; Neuromodulation: Technology at the 
Neural Interface; Neuroscience; Neuroscience Letters; Nurse Education Today; Obesity Reviews; Open 
Access Journal of Sports Medicine; Open Access Rheumatology: Research and Reviews; Open 
Medicine; Ophthalmology; Osteoarthritis and Cartilage; Pain and Therapy; Pain Management; Pain 
Research and Management; Pain Practice; Patient Preference and Adherence; PeerJ; Pharmacological 
Reports; PharmaNutrition; Phytomedicine; PLoS One; Postgraduate Medicine; Psychology, Health & 
Medicine; Psychology Research and Behavior Management; Recent Patents on Biotechnology; Research 
Synthesis Methods; SAGE Open Medicine; Saudi Medical Journal; Science and Engineering Ethics; 
Scientometrics; Sestrinski glasnik/Nursing Journal (SG/NJ); Signa Vitae; SN Comprehensive Clinical 
Medicine; Somatosensory & Motor Research; SpringerPlus; Statistics in Biopharmaceutical Research; 
Systematic Reviews; Technology in Society; Therapeutic Advances in Musculoskeletal Disease; 
Therapeutics and Clinical Risk Management; Trials; Toxicology Reports; Ultrasound in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology; World Journal of Gastroenterology; World Journal of Orthopedics; Zeitschrift fuer Evidenz, 
Fortbildung und Qualitaet im Gesundheitswesen (ZEFQ) 
 
Web of Science author record with verified peer reviews: 
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/D-5080-2017 

https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/D-5080-2017


Prof. Livia Puljak, MD, PhD            Curriculum vitae 

___________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Page 8 

 

Publications in scholarly journals (N=319) 
 

1. Andabaka T, Mahmic Kaknjo M, Puljak L. Applying the GREET checklist for assessing 
reporting of evidence-based practice educational interventions and teaching showed inter-rater 
discrepancies and item-level challenges. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. Accepted September 
16, 2025. 

2. Melendez G, Rahman S, Zubrytska O, Naudet F, Puljak L, Witt CM, Zhong LL, Moher D, 
Cramer H, Ng JY. Exploring study materials and data sharing practices in traditional, 
complementary and integrative medicine research: a protocol for a cross-sectional study. 
Evidence-Based Chinese Medicine and Technology Assessment. 2025;1(2):9570014. 
doi:10.26599/eCMTA.2025.9570014. 

3. Kabic T, Šimundić Munitić M, Weerasekara I, Bala M, Zajac J, Briel M, Pieper D, Puljak L. 
Reporting guidelines can be used to foster reporting of evidence-based research principles: A 
cross-sectional study. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2025 Oct 3:112008. doi: 
10.1016/j.jclinepi.2025.112008.  

4. Lymar L, Kuchyn I, Bielka K, Puljak L. Academic misconduct and artificial intelligence use by 
medical students, interns and PhD students in Ukraine: a cross-sectional study. BMC Medical 
Education. Accepted September 29, 2025. 

5. Mahmic Kaknjo M, Andabaka T, Radić M, Vučić V, Košćak V, Čaić B, Žuža Praštalo M, 
Veselinović A, Pokimica B, Ristić Medić D, Međaković J, Runjić E, Prevendar T, Jeličić Kadić A, 
Hrkać A, Čivljak A, Čivljak M, Matić I, Zorčec T, Puljak L. Assessing the reporting quality of 
educational interventions in trials on caregiver education for children with developmental 
disabilities using the GREET checklist: a meta-research study. BMC Medical Research 
Methodology. Accepted September 5, 2025. 

6. Vuksa A, Čivljak M, Matić I, Mijoč V, Čargo M, Čukljek S, Ivanišević K, Marendić M, Lojpur M, 
Puharić Z, Racz A, Skitarelić N, Ljubičić M, Zoranić S, Neuberg M, Ložnjak K, Majstorović D, 
Bošković S, Šegulja S, Stevanović A, Županić M, Ozimec Vulinec Š, Sedić B, Turuk V, 
Milošević M, Mikšić Š, Puljak L. Perspectives of heads of nursing studies in Croatia about 
students' motivation to enroll in the Master of Nursing program despite uncertainty about future 
salary and status: a qualitative study. BMC Medical Education. 2025;25(1):1328. doi: 
10.1186/s12909-025-07892-3. 

7. Fischer L, Wollny R, Schewe LV, Scheibler F, Karge T, Langer T, Schaefer C, Florez ID, 
Hutchinson A, Li S, Maes-Carballo M, Munn Z, Perestelo-Perez L, Puljak L, Stiggelbout A, 
Pieper D. Integrating shared decision-making and decision support tools into clinical practice 
guidelines – what does it take? A qualitative study. Medical Decision Making. 2025;0(0). 
doi:10.1177/0272989X251368866. 

8. Bralić N, Puljak L, Ćaćić B, Borges do Nascimento IJ, Šimundić Munitić M, Krnić Martinić M, 
Škoprc T, Babić A, Zekan J, Vukičević I, Poklepović Peričić T. Completeness of reporting in 
abstracts of randomized controlled trials in dental medicine published from 2015-2023: a 
methodological study. PLoS One. 2025;20(7):e0328271. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0328271.  

9. Vinko L, Koscak V, Plenkovic M, Matic I, Civljak M, Cargo M, Mijoc V, Barac I, Zoranic S, 
Marendic M, Neuberg M, Majstorovic D, Brecek A, Ivanisevic K, Vuksa A, Skitarelic N, Puharic 
Z, Cukljek S, Puljak L. Enablers and barriers in the professional development of nurses 
employed full-time at university nursing studies in Croatia: a qualitative study. BMC Nursing. 
2025;24(1):854. doi: 10.1186/s12912-025-03536-5. 

10. Andrić A, Poklepović Peričić T, Tokalić R, Marušić A, Puljak L. Experiences and challenges 
faced by systematic review authors in using the GRADE approach: a qualitative study. Journal 
of Clinical Epidemiology. 2025 Jun 20:111870. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2025.111870.  

11. Korda N, Bućan I, Kovačić I, Buljan I, Banožić A, Miró J, Puljak L. Adaptation and Validation of 
the Croatian Version of the Inventory of Parent/Caregiver Responses to the Children's Pain 
Experience (IRPEDNA). BMC Psychology. 2025;13:657. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40359-025-
02976-7 

12. Bilić D, Perić O, Puljak L, Hrkać A. Translation, cross-cultural adaptation, and psychometric 
evaluation of the Bosnia and Herzegovina version of the foot and ankle outcome score in 
patients with ankle sprain: a cross-sectional study. Health Bulletin. 2025;11(1):18-32. 

13. Vukša A, Mijoc V, Matic I, Civljak M, Cargo M, Cukljek S, Ivanisevic K, Marendic M, Puharic Z, 
Skitarelic N, Zoranic S, Neuberg M, Majstorovic D, Brecek A, Barac I, Puljak L. Students’ 
motives for enrolling in the Master of Nursing program in Croatia despite degree recognition 
uncertainties: a cross-sectional study. BMC Nursing. 2025;24(1):609. doi: 10.1186/s12912-025-
03261-z.  
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14. Valešić M, Čivljak M, Puljak L. Informed consent and ethics committee involvement in case 
reports and case series: cross-sectional meta-research study. BMC Medical Ethics. 2025;26:64. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12910-025-01226-0 

15. Vukša A, Čivljak M, Matic I, Čargo M, Mijoč V, Ivanišević K, Marendić M, Puharić Z, Skitarelić N, 
Zoranić S, Neuberg M, Majstorović D, Ložnjak K, Plenković M, Puljak L. Croatian nursing 
students’ motives for enrolling in the Master of Nursing program despite limited career 
opportunities: a qualitative study. BMC Nursing. 2025;24(1):507. doi: 10.1186/s12912-025-
03152-3. 

16. Margan Koletić Z, Pavličić B, Ključević Z, Soldo A, Puljak L. Pharmacists’ experience with 
patients suspected to be addicted to over-the-counter codeine and their attitudes towards 
potential remediation strategies: a cross-sectional study. BMC Psychiatry. 2025;25(1):442. doi: 
10.1186/s12888-025-06881-6. 

17. Fidahic M, Lozo Vukovac E, Balkowiec-Iskra E, Krnic D, Andric A, Margan Koletic Z, Puljak L. 
Signals from randomized clinical trials predicting hepatotoxicity of flupirtine: systematic review. 
European Journal of Clinical Pharmacology. 2025 Apr 23. doi: 10.1007/s00228-025-03840-8. 
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 40268782. 

18. Paradžik Šimunović M, Degoricija M, Korac-Prlic J, Lesin M, Stanic R, Puljak L, Olujic I, Marin 
Lovric J, Vucinovic A, Ljubic Z, Thissen J, Kok C R, Crystal J J, Bućan K, Terzic J. Potential role 
of Malassezia restricta in pterygium development. International Journal of Molecular Sciences. 
2025; 26(7):2976. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijms26072976 

19. Karasevska T, Fiialkovska O, Mostbauer H, Tsymbalyuk R, Gambiroža L, Orlandić IN, 
Shmatkova M, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Journal of Health Psychology. 2025;0(0). 
doi:10.1177/13591053251328916. 

20. Fischer L, Schewe LV, Scheibler F, Wollny R, Schaefer C, Karge T, Langer T, Berghold J, 
Florez ID, Hutchinson A, Li S, Maes-Carballo M, Munn Z, Perestelo-Perez L, Puljak L, 
Stiggelbout A, Pieper D. Scoping review indicates heterogeneous methods for developing and 
integrating patient decision aids in the context of clinical practice guidelines. Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology. 2025;181:111708. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2025.111708. 

21. Šaler F, Viđak M, Tokalić R, Puljak L. Heterogeneity across outcomes in clinical trials on 
sodium-glucose cotransporter 2 (SGLT2) inhibitors in chronic heart failure: cross-sectional 
study. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2025 Jan 22:111685. doi: 
10.1016/j.jclinepi.2025.111685. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 39855317. 

22. Kajan L, Puljak L, Matić I, Marendić M, Zoranić S, Ivanišević K, Majstorović D, Puharić Z, 
Skitarelić N, Neuberg M, Barać I, Čukljek S, Čivljak M. Usage, knowledge and attitudes towards 
electronic cigarettes use among nursing students in Croatia: A cross-sectional study. BMC 
Nursing. 2025;24(1):64. doi: 10.1186/s12912-025-02708-7. 

23. Vukićević T, Borovina Marasović D, Botica A, Mastelić T, Utrobičić T, Glavina T, Puljak L, 
Došenović S. Changes in the number and characteristics of tertiary hospital psychiatric 
admissions in south Croatia before and during the COVID-19 pandemic: a retrospective study. 
BMC Psychiatry. 2025;25(1):17. doi: 10.1186/s12888-024-06436-1. 

24. Shmatkova M, Hren D, Puljak L. Resilience in the face of war: a collaborative autoethnography 
of a Ukrainian refugee student’s journey through Europe striving to find oneself. Acta Medica 
Academica. 2024;53(3):352-372. doi: 10.5644/ama2006-124.462. 

25. Kuchyn I, Bielka K, Lymar L, Puljak L. Academic performance, perceptions, and motivations of 
medical PhD students in Ukraine during wartime: a mixed methods study. BMC Medical 
Education. 2024;24(1):1421. doi: 10.1186/s12909-024-06400-3.  

26. Pickering G, O'Keeffe M, Bannister K, Becker S, Cottom S, Cox FJ, Eisenberg E, Finn DP, 
Forget P, Graven-Nielsen T, Kalso E, Kocot-Kepska M, Leite-Almeida H, Lopez-Garcia JA, 
Meeus M, Mouraux A, Pereira B, Puljak L, Reneman MF, Rohde I, Sotiropoulos I, Skidmore N, 
Tölle T, Tomaševic Todorovic S, Truini A, Vowles KE, Pogatzki-Zahn E, Garcia-Larrea L, Fullen 
BM. A Pain Research Strategy for Europe: Position paper of the European Pain Federation 
EFIC. European Journal of Pain. 2025;29(1):e4767. doi: 10.1002/ejp.4767. 

27. Medakovic J, Civljak A, Zorcec T, Vucic V, Ristic Medic D, Veselinovic A, Civljak M, Puljak L. 
Pain, dietary habits and physical activity of children with developmental disabilities in Croatia, 
North Macedonia and Serbia: a cross-sectional study. BMC Pediatrics. 2024;24: 819. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12887-024-05259-z. 

28. Heinen L, Goossen K, Lunny C, Hirt J, Puljak L, Pieper D. The optimal approach for retrieving 
systematic reviews was achieved when searching MEDLINE and Epistemonikos in addition to 
reference checking: A methodological validation study. BMC Medical Research Methodology. 
2024;24:271. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12874-024-02384-2. 

29. Košćak V, Lacković M, Stojić J, Puljak L. Frequency of Exposure Incidents in Hospital Workers 
Before and During the COVID-19 Pandemic Based on the Hospital Status and the Use of 
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Personal Protective Equipment: A Descriptive Study with a Historical Comparison Group. BMC 
Infectious Diseases. 2024;24(1):995. doi: 10.1186/s12879-024-09911-y. 

30. Puljak L, Babic A, Poklepovic Pericic T, Barcot O. Evolving use of the Cochrane Risk of Bias 2 
tool (RoB 2) in biomedical systematic reviews. Research Synthesis Methods. 2024;15(6):1246-
1247. doi: 10.1002/jrsm.1756. 

31. Fischer L, Scheibler F, Schaefer S,Karge T, Langer T, Schewe LV, Florez ID, Hutchinson A, Li 
S, Maes-Carballo M, Munn Z, Perestelo-Perez L, Puljak L, Stiggelbout S, Pieper D. 
Development and Testing of a Tool to Foster Shared Decision-Making between Patients and 
Healthcare Professionals in Clinical Practice Guidelines: Project Protocol. JMIR Research 
Protocols. 2024;13:e57611. doi: 10.2196/57611.  

32. Šaler F, Viđak M, Tokalić R, Puljak L. Methodology of clinical trials on sodium-glucose 
cotransporter 2 inhibitors registered on ClinicalTrials.gov: a cross-sectional study. BMC Medical 
Research Methodology. 2024;24(1):164. doi: 10.1186/s12874-024-02292-5. 

33. Puljak L, Bojcic R, Cikes Botic M, Odak Z, Riva N, Gold VR, Tabone Y, Squizzato A, Calleja-
Agius J. Trials of interventions for ovarian and testicular germ cell tumors registered in 
ClinicalTrials.gov: a cross-sectional study. European Journal of Surgical Oncology. 
2024:108545. doi: 10.1016/j.ejso.2024.108545. 

34. Medakovic J, Civljak A, Zorcec T, Vucic V, Ristic Medic D, Civljak M, Veselinovic A, Puljak L. 
Perceptions on support, challenges and needs among parents and caregivers of children with 
developmental disabilities in Croatia, North Macedonia and Serbia: a cross-sectional study. 
BMC Pediatrics. 2024;24:297. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12887-024-04770-7 

35. Puljak L, Tolic M, Sablic M, Silobrcic V, Heffer M, Polic B, Sapunar D. Difficulties in accessing 
the list and full text of the defended PhD theses from medical schools: a case study from 
Croatia. Acta Medica Academica. 2024;53(1):1-9. doi: 10.5644/ama2006-124.437.2024. 

36. Ursic L, Bralic N, Zuljevic MF, Puljak L, Buljan I. Exploring the understanding of reproducibility 
among stakeholders within academia and their expectations for a web-based education tool: A 
qualitative study. Accountability in Research: Ethics, Integrity and Policy. 2024.1–30. 
doi:10.1080/08989621.2024.2345723. 

37. Bucevic Popovic V, Karahmet Farhat E, Banjari I, Jelicic Kadic A, Puljak L. Bioavailability of 
Oral Curcumin in Systematic Reviews: A Methodological Study. Pharmaceuticals. 
2024,17(2):164; https://doi.org/10.3390/ph17020164. 

38. Dmytriiev D, Nazarchuk O, Gambiroža L, Orlandić IN, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Association 
between cata-strophizing, postoperative pain, and injury severity in soldiers injured during the 
first year of the war in Ukraine: a cross-sectional study. ST-OPEN. 2023; 4: e2023.2319.9. 

39. Loznjak K, Malesevic A, Cargo M, Mladinic A, Koporc Z, Puljak L. Comparison of heads of 
research ethics committees with data protection officers on personal data protection in 
research: a mixed-methods study with structured interviews. Journal of Academic Ethics. 
2024;22:577–598. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10805-024-09509-8. 

40. Puljak L, Bala MM, Zając J, Meštrović T, Buttiġieġ S, Yanakoulia M, Briel M, Lunny C, Lesniak 
W, Poklepović Peričić T, Alonso-Coello P, Clarke M, Djulbegovic B, Gartlehner G, Giannakou K, 
Glenny AM, Glenton C, Guyatt G, Hemkens LG, Ioannidis JPA, Jaeschke R, Jørgensen KJ, 
Castro Martins-Pfeifer C, Marušić A, Mbuagbaw L, Meneses Echavez JF, Moher D, 
Nussbaumer-Streit B, Page MJ, Pérez-Gaxiola G, Robinson KA, Salanti G, Saldanha IJ, 
Savović J, Thomas J, Tricco AC, Tugwell P, van Hoof J, Pieper D. Methods proposed for 
monitoring the implementation of evidence-based research: a cross-sectional study. Journal of 
Clinical Epidemiology. 2024 Jan 5:111247. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2024.111247. 

41. Milic J, Skitarelic N, Majstorovic D, Zoranic S, Civljak M, Ivanisevic K, Marendic M, Mesaric J, 
Puharic Z, Neuberg M, Cukljek S, Racz A, Puljak L. Levels of depression, anxiety and 
subjective happiness among health sciences students in Croatia: a multi-centric cross-sectional 
study. BMC Psychiatry. 2024;24:50. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-024-05498-5 

42. Civljak M, Stivic I, Puljak L. Secondary traumatic stress in working nurses studying part time in 
a Bachelor or Master’s nursing program in Croatia: a cross-sectional study. BMC Nursing. 
2024;23(1):22. doi: 10.1186/s12912-023-01691-1. 

43. Babic A, Barcot O, Visković T, Šarić F, Kirkovski A, Barun I, Križanac Z, Ananda RA, Fuentes 
Barreiro YV, Malih N0, Dimcea DAM, Ordulj J, Weerasekara I, Spezia M, Žuljević MF15, Šuto J, 
Tancredi L, Pijuk A, Sammali S, Iascone V, von Groote T, Poklepović Peričić T, Puljak L. 
Frequency of use and adequacy of Cochrane risk of bias tool 2 in non-Cochrane systematic 
reviews published in 2020: meta-research study. Research Synthesis Methods. 2024;15(3):430-
440. doi: 10.1002/jrsm.1695. 

44. Negrini S, Kiekens C, Levack WM, Meyer-Feil T, Arienti C, Côté P; Participants in the 5th 
Cochrane Rehabilitation Methodological Meeting: Armijo-Olivo S, Banfi G, Battel I, Bricca A, 
Caronni A, Castellini G, Ceravolo MG, Colvin C, Cordani C, Cusick A, Dan B, Groote WDE, Del 
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Furia MJ, Every-Palmer S, Ferriero G, Feys P, Gianola S, Gimigliano F, Gross D, Gutenbrunner 
C, Hoogeboom T, Innocenti T, Jette A, Juhl CB, Lazzarini SG, Liguori S, Machalicek W, Martin 
R, Merlo F, Minozzi S, Miranda L, Mosconi B, Nudo RJ, Oral A, Pennestrì F, Puljak L, Røe C, 
Scarano S, Schmitz S, Shearer H, Todhunter-Brown A, Walshe M, Wong J. Improving the 
quality of evidence production in rehabilitation. Results of the 5th Cochrane Rehabilitation 
Methodological Meeting. Eur J Phys Rehabil Med. 2024;60(1):130-134. doi: 10.23736/S1973-
9087.23.08338-7. 

45. Arienti C, Armijo-Olivo S, Ferriero G, Feys P, Hoogebom T, Kiekens C, Lazzarini SG, Minozzi S, 
Negrini S, Oral A, Pollini E, Puljak L, Todhunter-Brown A, Walshe M. The influence of bias in 
randomised controlled trials on rehabilitation intervention effect estimates: what we have 
learned from meta-epidemiological studies. European Journal of Physical and Rehabilitation 
Medicine. 2024;60(1):135-144. doi: 10.23736/S1973-9087.23.08310-7. 

46. Rehlicki D, Plenkovic M, Delac Lj, Pieper D, Marusic A, Puljak L. Author instructions in 
biomedical journals infrequently address systematic review reporting and methodology: a cross-
sectional study. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2024:166:111218. doi: 
10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.11.008. 

47. Puljak L. All undergraduate academic dissertations should be published as scholarly articles. 
Acta Med Croatica. 2023;77:107-108. 

48. Vardic A, Puljak L, Galic T, Viskic J, Kulis E, Poklepovic Pericic T. Heterogeneity of outcomes 
in randomized controlled trials on implant prosthodontic therapy is hindering comparative 
effectiveness research: meta-research study. BMC Oral Health. 2023;23(1):908. 

49. Bojcic R, Todoric M, Puljak L. Most systematic reviews reporting adherence to AMSTAR 2 had 
critically low methodological quality: a cross-sectional meta-research study. Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology. 2023 Nov 4:S0895-4356(23)00294-9. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.10.026. 

50. Vukicevic T, Draganic P, Skribulja M, Puljak L, Dosenovic S. Consumption of psychotropic 
drugs in Croatia before and during the COVID-19 pandemic: a 10-year longitudinal study (2012-
2021). Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. 2023 Oct 17. doi: 10.1007/s00127-023-
02574-1. 

51. Puljak L, Bala MM, Mathes T, Poklepovic Pericic T, Wegewitz U, Faggion CM, Matthias K, 
Storman D, Zajac J, Rombey T, Bruschettini M, Pieper D. AMSTAR 2 is only partially applicable 
to systematic reviews of non-intervention studies: a meta-research study. Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology. 2023 Aug 31:S0895-4356(23)00232-9. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.08.021. 

52. Milic J, Vuksan-Ćusa Z, Jakab J, Ćurčić M, Puljak L, Milić Vranješ I, Miškulin M. Tendencies 
towards emigration and their association with introversion and ethnocentrism among final-year 
medical students from Osijek, Croatia: a cross-sectional study. BMC Medical Education. 
2023;23(1):632. doi: 10.1186/s12909-023-04611-8. 

53. Puljak L. Should we expect meta-research studies to be perfectly conducted and reported? 
Response to Thombs et al. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2023 Jul 21:S0895-
4356(23)00179-8. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.07.007.  

54. Civljak M, Ackar L, Puljak L. The knowledge, attitudes and behaviors of hospital nurses on 
smoking cessation interventions: a cross-sectional study. BMC Nursing. 2023;22(1):228. doi: 
10.1186/s12912-023-01394-7. 

55. Buchter R, Rombey T, Mathes T, Khalil H, Lunny C, Pollock D, Puljak L, Tricco AC, Pieper D. 
Systematic reviewers used various approaches to data extraction and expressed several 
research needs: A survey. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. 2023 Jun 5:S0895-4356(23)00140-
3. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.05.027. 

56. Sanader Vucemilovic A, Krnic Martinic M, Lazic Mosler E, Puljak L. Pain associated with 
psoriasis: a qualitative study. Pain Medicine. 2023;pnad067, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/pm/pnad067 

57. Sapunar D, Puljak L. Giving Voice project – helping authors publish reports about the 
consequences of War in Ukraine. ST-OPEN. 2023; 4: e2023.2319.10. 

58. Sarkis-Onofre R, Sofi-Mahmudi A, Puljak L, Moraes RR. The importance of meta-research in 
dentistry. Evidence-Based Dentistry. 2023 Sep;24(3):98-99. doi: 10.1038/s41432-023-00880-w. 

59. Nussbaumer-Streit B, Sommer I, Hamel C, Devane D, Noel-Storr A, Puljak L, Gartlehner G. 
Rapid Reviews Methods Series: Guidance on Team Considerations, Study Selection, Data 
Extraction and Risk of Bias Assessment. BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine. Apr 19:bmjebm-2022-
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60. Plenkovic M, Civljak M, Puljak L. Authors arbitrarily used methodological approaches to 
analyze the quality of reporting in research reports: a meta-research study. Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology. 2023 Mar 10:S0895-4356(23)00051-3. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2023.03.008. 
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61. Puljak L, Mladinic A, Koporc Z. Workload and procedures used by European data protection 
authorities related to personal data protection: a cross-sectional study. BMC Research Notes. 
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62. Claassen A, Staheli J, Ottwell R, Arthur W, Roberts W, Hartwell M, Wright DN, Puljak L, Zhu L, 
Khojasteh J, Vassar M. Evaluation of spin in the abstracts of systematic reviews focused on 
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63. Puljak L, Lund H. Definition, harms and prevention of redundant systematic reviews. 
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64. Puljak L. Data sharing: cosmetic actions will not solve the problem of insufficient data 
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PROSPERO records in regional anesthesia for acute perioperative pain. Journal of 
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91. Kostic S, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Acute blood flow alterations within sciatic nerve following its 
transaction. 14th World Congress on Pain. Milan, Italy. August 27-31, 2012. 

92. Ferhatovic L, Banozic A, Kostic S, Kurir Ticinovic T, Novak L, Vrdoljak L, Sapunar D, Puljak L. 
Sensory changes and increase of calcium/calmodulin-dependent protein kinase II in animal 
models of diabetes type 1 and 2. 14th World Congress on Pain. Milan, Italy. August 27-31, 2012. 

93. Rezic Muzinic N, Cikes Culic V, Radan M, Mastelic A, Delic H, Ferhatovic L, Puljak L, Markotic 
A. Renal globotetraosylceramide expression in rat model of diabetes type 1. FEBS3+ Meeting 
From Molecules to Life and Back. Opatija, Croatia. June 13-16, 2012. 

94. Ferhatovic L, Kostic S, Banozic A, Vrdoljak L, Sapunar D, Puljak L. A role of 
calcium/calmodulin-depedent protein kinase II in diabetic neuropathy. Invited oral presentation. 
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Bridges in Life Sciences 7th Annual Conference: Science and Art for the Advancement in 
Medicine. Budapest, Hungary. March 30 – April 1, 21012. 

95. Ozegic O, Malekovic G, Mestrovic T, Puljak L, Klinar I. Physicians’ attitudes about patient self-
education on Internet and interpersonal communication. 2nd Croatian Congress on Prevention 
and Rehabilitation in Psychiatry. Zagreb, Croatia. February 9-11, 2012. 

96. Ferhatovic L, Kostic S, Banozic A, Sapunar D, Puljak L. A role of calcium/calmodulin-
dependent protein kinase II in diabetic neuropathy. 7th Congress of the European Federation of 
IASP Chapters. Hamburg, Germany. September 21-24, 2011. 

97. Mihalj M, Grizelj I, Drenjancevic I, Puljak L, Azman J, Vcev A, Mihalj H. Self perceived 
preparedness of senior medical students in Croatia for standalone medical practice. AMEE 
Annual Conference. Abstract number: 8901. Vienna, Austria. August 27-31, 2011. 

98. Banozic A, Dezutter J, Jukic M, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Influence of social exclusion on pain 
perception and empathy in chronic pain patients. The 12th European Congress of Psychology. 
Istanbul, Turkey, July 4-8, 2011. 

99. Novak K, Kostic S, Capkun V, Novak Ribicic K, Batinic T, Stula I, Puljak L. Pain to hospital 
times after myocardial infarction in patients from mainland and islands of Dalmatia, Southern 
Croatia. 8th Congress of the Croatian Cardiac Society with international participation, Opatija, 
October, 21st-24th, 2010. 

100. Novak K, Miric D, Jurin A, Vukojevic K, Aljinovic J, Caric A, Marinovic Guic M, Poljicanin A, 
Kosta V, Rako D, Marusic A, Marusic M, Puljak L, Sambunjak D. Awareness and use of 
evidence-based medicine databases and The Cochrane Library among physicians in Croatia. 
Cochrane Colloquium 2010. Keystone, CO, USA, 18-22. 10. 2010. 

101. Sapunar D, Vukojevic K, Kostic S, Puljak L. Attenuation of pain-related behavior evoked by 
injury through blockade of neuropeptide Y Y2 receptor. Poster # 35. 2nd Croatian congress on 
pain treatment. Osijek, Croatia. October 7-10, 2010. 

102. Maric A, Banozic A, Cosic A, Kraljevic S, Sapunar D, Puljak L. Influence of formal medical 
education on pain catastrophizing. Poster # 26. 2nd Croatian congress on pain treatment. 
Osijek, Croatia. October 7-10, 2010. 

103. Kostic S, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Targeted delivery of neuropeptide Y into dorsal root ganglion 
reduces pain-related behavior following intraplantar carageenan injection. Poster # 21. 2nd 
Croatian congress on pain treatment. Osijek, Croatia. October 7-10, 2010. 

104. Kraljevic S, Banozic A, Maric A, Cosic A, Sapunar D, Puljak L. Pain catastrophizing in triad 
mother-father-child. Poster # 20. 2nd Croatian congress on pain treatment. Osijek, Croatia. 
October 7-10, 2010. 

105. Kraljevic S, Banozic A, Puljak L. Acupuncture therapy in Pain Clinic of University Hospital Split 
2006-2009. Poster # 19. 2nd Croatian congress on pain treatment. Osijek, Croatia. October 7-
10, 2010. 

106. Sapunar D, Kostic S, Banozic A, Puljak L. Is there a pain research in Croatia? Plenary lecture. 
2nd Croatian congress on pain treatment. Osijek, Croatia. October 7-10, 2010. 

107. Sapunar D, Vukojevic K, Kostic S, Puljak L. Attenuation of injury evoked pain-related behavior 
by blockade of neuropeptide Y Y2 receptor. Presentation number: PH180. 13th World Congress 
on Pain. Montreal, Canada, August 29-September 2, 2010. 

108. Kostic S, Puljak L, Sapunar D. Targeted delivery of NPY into dorsal root ganglion reduces pain-
related behavior following intraplantar carrageenan injection. Presentation number: PW 255. 
13th World Congress on Pain. Montreal, Canada, August 29-September 2, 2010. 

109. Maric A, Banozic A, Kraljevic S, Cosic A, Sapunar D, Puljak L. Influence of formal medical 
education on pain catastrophizing. Presentation number: PH446. 13th World Congress on Pain. 
Montreal, Canada, August 29-September 2, 2010. 

110. Choudhury M, Qadri I, Rahman M, Knotts TA, Janssen RC, Iwahashi M, Puljak L, Simon FR, 
Kilic G, Fitz GJ, Friedman JE. Hepatitis C virus (HCV) associated steatosis and increased 
gluconeogenic gene expression in Huh8 cells: essential role of NS5A and C/EBPa. 
Experimental Biology, Anaheim, CA, USA. April 24-28, 2010. (Abstract FASEB J, 
2010;24:lb115) 

111. Kraljevic S, Banozic A, Maric A, Cosic A, Sapunar D, Puljak L. Pain catastrophizing in triad 
father-mother-child. First Congress of Pain Therapy BiH with international participation: Sharing 
experiences with pain therapy. Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, April 15-16, 2010. 

112. Bosnjak L, Vukojevic K, Puljak L, Marusic A. Analysis of a number and type of publications that 
editors publish in their own journals: Croatian case study. Fifth ORI Research Conference on 
Research Integrity. Niagara Falls, NY, USA, May 15-17, 2009. 

113. Dzubur Kulenovic A, Puljak L, Vukojevic K, Zaletel Kragelj L, Donev DM. How to improve the 
visibility of research in the countries from the "scientific periphery": A case study. 17th European 
Congress of Psychiatry, Lisbon, January 24-28, 2009.  
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114. Glavina Durdov M, Saratlija Novakovic Z, Puljak L, Saraga M, Ljutic D, Scukanec Spoljar M, 
Filipovic T, Pastar T, Vukojevic K. Expression of alpha-smooth muscle actin has impact on renal 
function in glomerulonephritis. American Society of Nephrology Renal Week 2008, Philadelphia, 
PA, USA, November 4-9, 2008. 

115. Trgo G, Tomic S, Puljak, L, Kunac N, Vilovic K, Sundov Z. p53 and survivin expression in 
Dukes' B colorectal carcinoma patients: correlation with clinical and pathological factors. 
Congress of pathology and forensic medicine. Osijek, Croatia, September 25-27, 2008. 

116. Puljak L, Lovric Kojundzic S, Hogan Q, Sapunar D. Effect of lidocaine injection in spinal nerve 
and dorsal root ganglion. 12th World Congress on Pain, Glasgow, Scotland, UK, August 17-22, 
2008. 

117. Puljak L, Lovric Kojundzic S, Hogan Q, Sapunar D. Lidocaine injection into the Sprague-
Dawley rat dorsal root ganglion causes neuroinflammation and pain-related behavior. EFIC - 
European Pain School. Siena, Italy, June 15-22, 2008. 

118. Puljak L, Lovric Kojundzic S, Sapunar D. Behavioral and morphological changes in rat DRG 
following lidocaine injection. 5th Croatian Congress of Pharmacology and 2nd Croatian 
Congress of Physiological Society. Osijek, September 2007. Periodicum Biologorium, Vol. 109, 
Suppl 2, 2007. 

119. Puljak L, Lovric Kojundzic S, Sapunar D. Behavioral and morphological changes in rat DRG 
following lidocaine injection. 14th Young Neuroscientist Meeting, Trieste, Italy. May 31, 2007. 

120. Puljak L, Parameswara V, Esser V, Kilic G. Metformin reverses NASH through vesicular 
exocytosis and AMPK. Marie Curie Workshop 2006 in Croatia and Serbia. Zagreb and 
Belgrade. 2006. 

121. Emmett DS, Feranchak A, Kilic G, Puljak L, Miller B, McWilliams B, Doctor RB, Fitz JG. 
Identification and characterization of a novel population of P2X4 receptors in hepatocytes. 
Hepatology, Vol. 42, No 4, Suppl. 1, 2005. 

122. Puljak L, Parameswara V, Esser V, Gordan K. Metformin reverses fatty liver disease through 
stimulation of vesicular exocytosis. A role for AMPK. Postdoctoral Poster Session, UTSW at 
Dallas, TX, USA. December 2005. 

123. Puljak L, Franičević D. Raising awareness on organ donation and donor card. Third Croatian 
Surgical Congress. Pula, May 2002. 

124. Tomić S, Anđelinović Š, Puljak L, Pešutić-Pisac V, Bezić J, Milostić K, Trgo G. Prognostic 
significance of lymphatic and blood vessel invasion by tumor cells in colorectal carcinoma. Acta 
Clin Croat. 2002; 41:135-186. Conference papers. 13th Ljudevit Jurak International Symposium 
on Comparative Pathology Zagreb, Croatia, May 2002.  
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