
 
Pozivamo studente, nastavnike i sve ostale zainteresirane, na predavanje 
kojeg će održati dr. sc. Sanda Ročak, pod nazivom 
 
 

Farmaceutska industrija, razvoj lijekova i 

uloga znanstvenika u tom procesu 
 

u ponedjeljak, 20. 3. 2017. s početkom u 14:00 h u amfiteatru A0-1 u zgradi 
Prirodoslovno-matematičkog fakulteta u Splitu 

 

Sažetak: 

Farmaceutska industrija specifična je grana industrije u pogledu strukture i prirode 
posla. Razvoj lijekova dugogodišnji je i vrlo skupi proces, s mnogo uspona i padova i 
s malom vjerojatnošću konačnog uspjeha. Istovremeno, očekivanja su velika jer se 
radi o nečemu nama najdragocjenijem - zdravlju.  Uz farmaceutsku industriju se vezu 
mnoge kontradikcije: na primjer, mada je općeprihvaćeno da je farmaceutska 
industrija tijekom desetljeća dala ogroman doprinos ljudskom zdravlju i kvaliteti 
života, i dalje je u javnom mišljenju percipirana kao jedna od industrija kojima se 
najmanje vjeruje.  

Predavanje će opisati standardni (i strogo regulirani) proces istraživanja i razvoja 
lijeka, te stavljanja na tržište i prodaje lijeka. Također, predavanje će pokusati 
približiti strukturu i način rada tipične farmaceutske kompanije. Konačno, dati će 
kratki osvrt na ulogu biologa, kemičara, farmaceuta i medicinskih doktora u 
farmaceutskoj industriji.  

Sva pitanja su dobrodošla – radujemo se dobroj diskusiji! 

 

O predavačici: 

Dr. sc. Sanda Ročak je diplomirala molekularnu biologiju na 
Prirodoslovno-matematičkom Fakultetu u Zagrebu. Doktorirala 
je na istom fakultetu iz područja molekularne i stanične biologije 
kod prof. Ivane Weygand-Durasević, gdje je istraživala ulogu 
amino-acil-tRNA sintetaza u sintezi proteina. 

Nakon doktorata, radila je kao poslijedoktorand na Medicinskom 
fakultetu u Ženevi (Centre Medical Universitaire, CMU), 
Švicarska, na istraživanju uloge helikaza u biosintezi ribosoma.  

Nakon više od 10 godina rada u akademiji, prešla je u 
farmaceutsku industriju, gdje radi posljednjih 12 godina.  Tijekom 
karijere u industriji, radila u kliničkim istraživanjima lijekova 
(Clinical Development), na strateškim poslovima planiranja i 
nadziranja razvoja lijekova (Product Development Strategy), na 
poslovima registriranja lijekova (Regulatory Affairs) te 
osiguravanja dostupnosti lijekova pacijentima (Market Access). 
Terapeutska područja uključuju multiplu sklerozu, Parkinsonovu 
bolest, ADHD te rijetke genetske bolesti.  

 



We announce the lecture that will be presented by Sanda Ročak, PhD  
 
 

"Pharma Industry, Drug Development and the Role 

of Scientists in the Process“ 

 

Monday, March 20, 2017, at 2:00 p.m. 

Lecture hall A0-1, Faculty of Science, R. Boškovića 33 

  

Abstract: 

The pharmaceutical industry is a specific branch of industry, both in its structure and 
in the nature of its business operations. The development of a new pharmaceutical 
treatment is very time consuming, extremely costly and high risk, with very little 
chance of a successful outcome. At a same time, expectations from pharmaceutical 
industry are very high, as it concerns what is most valuable to us – our health. It is 
also an industry linked to contradictions; for example, despite the undisputed fact that 
over many decades the industry has made a major contribution to human wellbeing 
and the reduction of suffering, it is still regularly identified by the public opinion as 
one of the least trusted industries. 

This seminar intends to describe the process of research and development, as well 
as marketing and sales of drugs. It will also attempt to depict the structure and 
modus operandi of a typical pharmaceutical company. Finally, roles of biologists, 
chemists, pharmaceutical scientists and medical doctors in pharmaceutical industry 
will be described.  

All questions are welcome – we look forward to a productive discussion! 

 

About the speaker: 

Sanda Ročak is a graduate from the Faculty of Science, 
University of Zagreb, Croatia, with a PhD in Molecular and Cell 
Biology.  She did her post-doc at Faculty of Medicine (Centre 
Medical Universitaire, CMU) in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Sanda has 10 years of experience in academia and 12 years in 
the pharmaceutical industry. During her industry career, she 
worked in Product Development Strategy, Clinical Development 
and Market Access roles.  

Sanda has led or contributed to a broad range of drug 
development projects from Phase I to Phase IV, including life 
cycle management. Therapeutic areas included 
neurodegenerative disorders (multiple sclerosis and Parkinson’s 
disease), ADHD and rare genetic diseases.  

 

Students of Medical Studies in English are welcome to join - the lecture will be given 
in English, if non-Croatian speaking audience shows up! 

 


